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LESSON SEVEN 
 
 

James 3:13-18 
 
Wisdom—understanding, prudence 
 
—insight into the true nature of things 
 
Wisdom has its origin in God! James 1:5 states the following: 
 
“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally 
and without reproach, and it will be given to him.” 
James 1:5 NKJV 
 
“Wisdom is not simply a matter of possessing factual knowledge but of 
properly and effectively applying truth to everyday life.” 
 
Proverbs 4:5-9 
“Get wisdom! Get understanding! Do not forget, nor turn away from the 
words of my mouth. Do not forsake her, and she will preserve you; Love 
her, and she will keep you. Wisdom is the principal thing; Therefore get 
wisdom. And in all your getting, get understanding. Exalt her, and she will 
promote you; She will bring you honor, when you embrace her. She will 
place on your head an ornament of grace; A crown of glory she will deliver 
to you.”” 
Proverbs 4:5-9 NKJV 
 
The preceding words were spoken to Solomon by his father as a child. 
 
Cicero—“Wisdom is the best gift of the gods and is the mother of all good 
things.” 



 
Hebraic Thought: True wisdom was not intellectual, but behavioral. To, 
them, the biggest fool was one who knew the truth but failed to apply it.  
 
“To the Jews, wisdom was skill in living righteously.” 
 
 
HEAVENLY WISDOM-vs- EARTHLY WISDOM 
 
 
Heavenly—wisdom of God—wisdom from above 
 
Earthly—wisdom of man—wisdom from below 
 
1Kings 3:1-14 
“Now Solomon made a treaty with Pharaoh king of Egypt, and married 
Pharaoh’s daughter; then he brought her to the City of David until he had 
finished building his own house, and the house of the Lord, and the wall 
all around Jerusalem. Meanwhile the people sacrificed at the high places, 
because there was no house built for the name of the Lord until those days. 
And Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of his father David, 
except that he sacrificed and burned incense at the high places. Now the 
king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place: 
Solomon offered a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. At Gibeon the 
Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask! What 
shall I give you?” And Solomon said: “You have shown great mercy to 
Your servant David my father, because he walked before You in truth, in 
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with You; You have continued 
this great kindness for him, and You have given him a son to sit on his 
throne, as it is this day. Now, O Lord my God, You have made Your 
servant king instead of my father David, but I am a little child; I do not 
know how to go out or come in. And Your servant is in the midst of Your 
people whom You have chosen, a great people, too numerous to be 
numbered or counted. Therefore give to Your servant an understanding 
heart to judge Your people, that I may discern between good and evil. For 
who is able to judge this great people of Yours?” The speech pleased the 
Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing. Then God said to him: “Because 



you have asked this thing, and have not asked long life for yourself, nor 
have asked riches for yourself, nor have asked the life of your enemies, but 
have asked for yourself understanding to discern justice, behold, I have 
done according to your words; see, I have given you a wise and 
understanding heart, so that there has not been anyone like you before you, 
nor shall any like you arise after you. And I have also given you what you 
have not asked: both riches and honor, so that there shall not be anyone 
like you among the kings all your days. So if you walk in My ways, to keep 
My statutes and My commandments, as your father David walked, then I 
will lengthen your days.”” 
I Kings 3:1-14 NKJV 
 
Verse 13–to the one who is wise, and understanding is given the 
COMMAND to  
 
show it in their GOOD BEHAVIOR. Wisdom and understanding, like faith, 
that is  
 
not demonstrated in righteous living, is devoid of any spiritual value!!! 
 
A. Implied as well is the expectation of GOOD DEEDS that is present in 
godly  
 
wisdom. 
 
B. Gentleness/Meekness—this is the absence of being prideful—opposite 
of  
 
having an inflated ego—opposite of being arrogant—never bitter,  
 
malicious, self-seeking, self-promoting, or vengeful 
 
C. Gentleness—this is to characterize everyone in the kingdom of God 
 
Matthew 5:5 
“God blesses those who are humble, for they will inherit the whole earth.” 
Matthew 5:5 NLT 



 
NKJV 
“Blessed are the meek, For they shall inherit the earth.” 
Matthew 5:5 NKJV 
 
Jesus even used it in application to Himself: 
 
Matthew 11:28-30 
“Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly 
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My 
burden is light.”” 
Matthew 11:28-30 NKJV 
 
 
FALSE WISDOM 

1. Does not recognize God’s SOVEREIGNTY! 
2. Man is SUPREME! 

Motivation is determined by the HEART— This is where unbelief, sin, and  
righteousness originate. 
 
Matthew 15:18-19 
“But those things which proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, 
and they defile a man. For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, 
adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies.” 
Matthew 15:18-19 NKJV 
 
Motives Behind HUMAN WISDOM 
 
A. Bitter jealousy—sharp, prickly, pointed 
 
B. Selfish ambition—strife, contentiousness—any type of work or 
undertaking  
 
that was done for personal gain—such has no room for others—lacks  



genuine humility 
 
Such attitudes, based on worldly wisdom, inevitably lead to arrogance— 
boasting! Such does not fit into the life of a Christian. “A PROFESSED 
CHRISTIAN  
 
WHO IS PROUD, BOASTING, SELF-CENTERED, LOVELESS, AND 
ARROGANT IS A FRAUD.” 
 
 
Characteristics of False Wisdom 
 
A. “The three great enemies of the believer are the world, the flesh, and the 
devil. These correspond to the three characteristics of false wisdom James 
mentions: 
 
Earthly—of the world—limited to the present world of time and space 
 
Natural—of the flesh—sensual—relates only to the fallen, unredeemed 
man who is wholly corrupted by the Fall and separation from God 
 
Demonic—of the devil—it is human, earthbound and fleshly, it’s roots or 
origin is the devil himself—works through demonic fallen angels 
 
“Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from 
the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, 
speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot 
iron,” 
I Timothy 4:1-2 NKJV 
 
 
The Results of False Wisdom 
 
“For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are 
there.”James 3:16 NKJV 
 
Motives behind False Wisdom 



 
A. Jealousy 
B. Selfish Ambition 
 
Where these two exist, you find the following: 
 
A. Disorder—basic instability—state of confusion, disturbance, disarray 
 
B. Every evil thing—includes anger, bitterness, resentment, lawsuits, 
divorce,  
racial and ethnic and social and economic divisions, etc. 
 
ABSENCE OF LOVE, INTIMACY, TRUST, FELLOWSHIP, AND 
HARMONY 
 
Luke 21:9 
“But when you hear of wars and commotions, do not be terrified; for these 
things must come to pass first, but the end will not come immediately.”” 
Luke 21:9 NKJV 
 
 
Every Evil Thing 
 
Worthless—vile and contemptible  
 
“NOTHING OF ANY ULTIMATE GOOD RESULTS FROM HUMAN 
WISDOM!!!” 
 
Vs 14–“If a person claims to be saved and have wisdom from God, but has 
a heart that is proud, arrogant, and self-centered and lives a life that is 
sensual and self-serving, their claim to salvation is false. Such a one is, 
lying against the truth.  
 
A. You will know the ROOT by the FRUIT!!! 
 
 
TRUE WISDOM 



 
There can be no presence of true wisdom apart from a relationship with 
Jesus  
 
Christ. The Old Testament equated wisdom with loving God: 
 
Proverbs 9:10 
““The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, And the knowledge of 
the Holy One is understanding.” 
Proverbs 9:10 NKJV 
 
Motivation For True Wisdom 
 
A. Is first pure—free of contamination or defilement 
 
Inscription found on the Temple in Epidaurus: “He would enter the divine 
temple must be pure.” Even the pagans Realized that deity (God)should 
Ky be approached with a pure heart.  
 
Hebrews 12:14-15 
“Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see 
the Lord: looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest 
any root of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by this many become 
defiled;” 
Hebrews 12:14-15 NKJV 
 
B. Pure wisdom is Holy wisdom—comes from above! 
 
Matthew 5:8 
“Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall see God.” 
Matthew 5:8 NKJV 
 
Psalm 51:7, 10 
“Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; Wash me, and I shall be 
whiter than snow. Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a 
steadfast spirit within me.” 
Psalms 51:7, 10 NKJV 



 
C. Godly wisdom is gentle 
 
2Timothy 2:24 
“And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all, able to 
teach, patient,” 
II Timothy 2:24 NKJV 
 
D. Godly wisdom is reasonable. 
 
Matthew 5:3 
““Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 
Matthew 5:3 NKJV 
 
E. Godly wisdom is full of mercy 
 
Luke 10:30-37 
“Then Jesus answered and said: “A certain man went down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, who stripped him of his 
clothing, wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. Now by 
chance a certain priest came down that road. And when he saw him, he 
passed by on the other side. Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the 
place, came and looked, and passed by on the other side. But a certain 
Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw him, he 
had compassion. So he went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on 
oil and wine; and he set him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and 
took care of him. On the next day, when he departed, he took out two 
denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, ‘Take care of him; 
and whatever more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you.’ So 
which of these three do you think was neighbor to him who fell among the 
thieves?” And he said, “He who showed mercy on him.” Then Jesus said to 
him, “Go and do likewise.”” 
Luke 10:30-37 NKJV 
 
TO BE CONTINUED!!! 
 


